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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 8,188 NA 10,116 4,683
1940 4,725 NA 5,669 2,730
1945 6,644 NA 4,598 1,474
1950 4,502 2,755 2,482 1,083
1954 4,468 2,900 2,631 727
1959 1,798 1,024 1,717 531
1964 1,072 464 346 150
1969 788 166 268 274
1974 762 110 227 (D)
1978 752 55 237 244
1982 479 38 96 (D)
1987 1,036 39 69 148
1992 803 31 24 (D)
1997 759 7 17 ----

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 70 102 105

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 107 212 44
Grains ---- ---- ----
Tobacco (D) 170 18
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage ---- (D) (D)
Other field crops ---- ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons ---- ---- (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries ---- ---- ----
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 9 9 ----

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 44 145 106

Poultry and products ---- ---- (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves (D) 117 90
Hogs and pigs ---- ---- 7
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) (D)
Other livestock and          
 products (D) (D) ----

Total income from sales: 151 357 150

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: (D) 91 18

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
---- Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 4 36 70 2 ---- ---- 1 113

1978 7 32 37 13 1 1 1 92
1982 17 43 51 8 ---- 1 ---- 120
1987 12 36 47 8 2 ---- ---- 105
1992 13 35 42 11 1 ---- ---- 102

1997 10 20 31 8 1 ---- ---- 70
1/ Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 40 36 15
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 65 66 55

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ---- 1 2 ---
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 12 11 2
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 27 24 24
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 26 30 17
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 17 17 14
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 22 18 13
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 51 50 52
NA  Not available.  ---- Represents zero.
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BUCHANAN
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

 The county is located in the Appalachian Plateau in the
southwestern part of the state and borders on both Kentucky and
West Virginia.  Formed in 1858 from parts of Russell and Tazewell,
the county was named in honor of President Buchanan.  

In 1997, the land in farms in Buchanan amounted to 6,303
acres,  2 percent of the total 322,494 acres in the county.  According
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 70 farms in the
county, each averaging 90 acres in size.  Like other counties in
Virginia, Buchanan has experienced a steady decline in farms in
recent decades. The number of farms in the county reached a peak
of 3,058 in 1944, while land in farms was greatest in 1920 when
234,833 acres, or 61 percent of the county, consisted of farmland.

The topography of Buchanan  is characterized by many
small streams separated by steep ridges.  Altitudes vary widely, from
845 feet above sea level where the Levisa Fork of the Big Sandy
River crosses the Kentucky border to nearly 3,800 feet on the
Russell County border.  Included in the county are 290,585 acres of
woodland. The frost-free growing season usually falls between April
26 and October 18 and averages about 175 days.  Annual
precipitation for the area  averages about 47 inches, with the
heaviest rainfall of more than 5 inches in July.

In 1997, crops supplied 71 percent and livestock, poultry and
poultry products 29 percent of the total farm income.  In addition to
agriculture, mining and lumbering are integral parts of the county’s
economy.

The county seat is located at Grundy.  In 1990, the estimated
county population was 31,333.  Total gross personal income in that
year was $436.9 million, or an average of $13,944 per capita. 



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 2,776 189,574 17 24,639 9,094 21,757 6,376 NA 120,626
1940 2,420 138,421 22 20,023 8,570 22,160 NA NA NA
1945 3,058 163,262 35 22,089 4,121 11,444 24,129 NA 97,147
1950 2,341 134,796 65 10,816 12,897 14,290 9,484 NA 80,916
1954 2,256 122,387 68 8,996 17,696 9,103 7,269 NA 75,082
1959 1,029 71,275 63 4,205 2,077 4,349 5,452 NA 52,011
1964 431 26,837 102 1,161 1,699 3,726 5 20 907
1969 281 26,393 155 1,515 957 4,031 536 44 2,006
1974 2/ 113 10,011 410 769 418 1,581 231 420 386
1978 92 12,135 700 742 529 2,236 1,571 1,534 (D)
1982 120 9,417 760 611 257 2,058 705 841 3,807
1987 105 8,730 (D) 951 233 1,441 1,052 1,067 3,199
1992 102 8,627 (D) 733 407 1,285 499 1,501 3,505
1997 70 6,303 (D) 505 170 1,265 569 966 2,361
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 1,557 10,113 66,240 76,353 649 8,420 9,175 17,595
1940 1,279 NA NA 56,515 821 NA NA 15,108
1945 2,190 NA NA 82,773 548 NA NA 11,107
1950 1,772 12,706 46,791 59,497 87 2,613 3,361 5,974
1954* 624 3,405 16,873 20,278 60 270 580 850
1959* 230 1,266 6,914 8,180 3 124 291 415
1964* 20 371 693 1,064 NA 7 15 22
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1982 6 430 390 820 NA NA NA NA
1987 3 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1992 3 NA 120 120 NA NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

POULTRY  SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 1,859 84,242 26 191 NA NA
1950 2/ 257 6,222 53 458 NA NA
1954 3/ ---- ---- 44 420 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 4 13 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 42 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 2 1,000
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 2 (D)
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 3 (D)
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 305
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 3 (D)
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

1997 ---- ---- 1 (D) 1 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ---- Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion Acreage Yield
Produc-

tion
Acreage Yield Produc-

tion

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Pounds Pounds
1935 1/ 15,883 17.9 283,725 744 8.2 6,070 24 NA NA 29 763.2 22,132
1940 12,316 20.2 248,912 286 8.1 2,316 NA NA 195 71 798.4 56,688
1945 10,881 22.0 239,903 72 12.3 886 NA NA 3 154 1,207.6 185,965
1950 5,183 23.5 121,754 NA NA NA 2 7.5 15 139 1,585.1 220,323
1954 4,852 23.3 112,934 19 17.1 325 NA NA NA 142 1,774.5 251,982
1959 2/ 1,311 32.4 42,412 11 25.0 275 NA NA NA 136 1,826.9 248,465
1964 252 35.5 8,938 NA NA NA 1 3.0 3 74 2,156.0 159,545
1969 266 43.1 11,467 NA NA NA 2 30.0 60 101 2,131.0 215,228
1974 95 43.4 4,127 NA NA NA NA NA NA 80 1,771.4 141,710
1978 42 88.4 3,714 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 76 1,716.7 130,472
1982 53 63.4 3,360 NA NA NA NA NA NA 88 1,823.2 160,442
1987 34 51.6 1,755 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 85 1,418.4 120,565
1992 12 123.3 1,480 NA NA NA NA NA NA 105 1,784.4 187,363
1997 7 132.4 927 NA NA NA NA NA NA 39 1,843.5 71,896

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 204 286 2,173 NA NA 159 964 1,113 55,872 463 27,330
1940 33 181 2,380 NA NA 27 156 1,157 64,763 454 29,299
1945 9 23 240 NA NA 37 434 1,167 63,681 603 35,198
1950 29 34 459 NA NA 20 226 524 40,760 98 11,233
1954 10 103 1,413 3 32 10 83 402 49,854 27 9,616
1959 8 205 4,354 1 10 5 102 346 14,040 22 4,950
1964 1 40 1,287 NA NA NA NA 18 3,087 3 603
1969 7 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 9 NA NA NA NA NA NA 7 735 1 53
1978 7 13 500 NA NA NA NA (D) (D) (D) (D)
1982 NA 4 292 NA NA NA NA (D) (D) NA NA
1987 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 71 NA NA
1992 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 2 98 NA NA
1997 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 880 47 89 594 687 25 30
1940 1,125 58 51 870 985 21 12
1945 3,407 3 3 2,239 2,592 22 33
1950 1,948 66 76 1,397 1,321 81 64
1954 2,529 66 133 1,545 1,461 747 673
1959 1,047 51 113 773 835 109 113
1964 378 69 126 260 376 35 56
1969 877 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 553 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 504 48 (D) 333 384 63 (D)
1982 411 68 141 334 442 NA NA
1987 835 112 221 652 861 54 100
1992 624 190 471 364 571 10 (D)
1997 459 47 250 372 867 NA NA

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

BUCHANAN


